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of about 3,000 feet the products are of a purely tropical nature.
On the Pacific lowland and in the valley of the Atrato, with their
high temperature, heavy rainfall, and dense forest, organized agri-
culture hardly exists; some food crops are grown, but forest pro-
ducts, such as tagua nuts (from Phytelephas macrccarpa> and
used in the manufacture of vegetable ivory), rabber, and balata
are the chief exports. In the Caribbean region the banana is ex-
tensively cultivated around the lower slopes of the Sierra Nevada
de Santa Marta, where the temperature is high and where the rain-
fall can be supplemented by mountain streams. Santa liana has
exported over 10,000,000 stems in one 3~ear. On the Sierra Nevada
itself, at an elevation of between 3,000 and 6,000 feet, there are
numerous coffee plantations. Sugar and cotton are among the
chief crops of the lower Magdalena, but the output oi both is small;
the greater part of the cotton is consumed in local mills at Barran-
quilla and elsewhere. There are rich cattle-raising districts along
the Caribbean coast, in the valleys oi the lower Magdalena and
Sinu rivers, and in the llanos of the Orinoco basin. This last region
is, however, handicapped by want of good communications.
The sub-tropical and warm temperate regions lying on the slopes
of the central and eastern mountains at an elevation of between
3,000 and 6,500 feet above sea-level, grow coffee, sugar, and maize.
The first is the main agricultural export of the country, and the
best quality generally commands a ready market in the United
States, where it is preferred to that from Brazil. The cool temperate
region, which extends to a height of about 10,000 feet, produces
wheat and other cereals for home consumption. Pasture lands,
natural and artificial, afford good grazing for cattle in the valleys
of the Cauca and upper Magdalena. Higher up lie the bleak, unin-
habited regions called the $dmmos.
THE MINERAL RESOURCES of Colombia are known to be extensive,
and in Spanish times great quantities of gold and silver were ob-
tained from the country. .The present production is small. Gold
and silver are generally found in the central and western ranges of
the Cordilleras, where volcanic rocks have forced their way through
the crystalline schists of which the ranges are composed; the
eastern range, formed mainly of Cretaceous and Tertiary strata,
is much poorer in these minerals. The department of Antioquia
ia the central and western Cordilleras, and the intendencia of Choco